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California
Cabernet’s

Win-

. VViINn
Vintage

Hil'GH @ UAL=EE
MARKS A BIG
2005 HARVIESHT,
WITH NAPA
onsider 2005 as the best of
both worlds for California VoA b AR
Cabernet Sauvignon. It pro-
vided a huge crop and also an
abundance of great wines. So

THE WAY
it’s a win-win for Cabernet drinkers.

The vintage’s quantity and quality caught
winemakers by surprise, because a huge crop
often means that getting all the grapes to
ripen at the same time—or even to ripen at
all—will be a challenge. But mild weather
during the growing season and diligent vine-
yard management allowed winemakers who
thinned their crops to get the ripeness and
range of flavors for outstanding wines.
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James Laube’s California Cabernet Values

For complete reviews, see our Buying Guides or the Wine Ratings search at www.winespectator.com.
An alphabetical listing of all wines tasted for this report begins on page 88.

WINE SCORE | PRICE WINE SCORE PRICE
BUEHLER Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2005 20 $27 AQUINAS Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2005 87 $14
Well-proportioned, with spicy currant, blackberry, cedar and A bit rustic, but very tasty, showing tangy cherry, plum,
mineral notes, picking up a hint of anise on the finish. cassis and cedar notes, with a splash of fresh mint.
BEAULIEU VINEYARD Cabernet Sauvignon 88 $27 BISHOP’S PEAK Rock Solid Red Paso Robles 2004 87 $12
Rutherford 2005 Firm and focused, with spicy wild berry, blackberry, herb
Smooth and spicy, offering supple currant, black cherry, plum and cedary notes that are focused and persistent.
and hints of lavender. Delightful, with supple tannins.

THE HESS COLLECTION Cabernet Sauvignon 87 $25
BERINGER Cabernet Sauvignon Knights Valley 2005 88 $27 Napa Valley Allomi Vineyard 2005
Dark, rich, chocolaty style, with concentrated currant, black- Sleek and tight, with ripe, spicy, minty dried currant
berry and black cherry fruit that’s well-centered. and blackberry fruit. Finishes with dry, cedary tannins.
BONTERRA Cabernet Sauvignon 88 $16 J. LOHR Cabernet Sauvignon Paso Robles 87 $15
Mendocino County 2006 Seven Oaks 2004
Supple, elegant and polished, with ripe, fleshy plum, black Rich and focused, with grapey currant, herb and vanilla
cherry, mineral, spice and light cedary oak. bean oak flavors that are intense and persistent.
JUSTIN Cabernet Sauvignon Paso Robles 2005 88 $26 PAVILION Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2006 87 $13
Rich and intense, with potent currant, leather, roasted coffee Vivid ripe blackberry, blueberry and plum notes.
and nuts. Holds its focus.

MARTIN RAY Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2005 87 $20
ROOTS RUN DEEP Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 88| $20 Rich currant, light cedary oak, a dash of herb and sage.
Educated Guess 2005
Tight, with rich, spicy dried currant, blackberry, sage, dusty :E:::l:lg::m(::z:;;t Sauvignon 87 $18
berry and minieral notes that pick up a meaty gany edge Firm band of dried currant, spice, cedary oak and floral notes.
VILLA MT. EDEN Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley :1:] $15

THIRTY NINE DEGREES Cabernet Sauvignon 87 $14

Grand Reserve 2005
Supple and elegant, this is a touch earthy and savory, with
spicy black cherry and wild berry fruit.

Lake County 2004
Plum and black cherry fruit that’s elegant and polished.
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